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December 7th, 2023

Mr. Ross Gouin
Municipal Highway and Stormwater Mitigation Program Manager
VT Agency of Transportation
Highway Division
Municipal Assistance Bureau
219 North Main Street
Barre, VT 05641

Dear Ross:

On behalf of the Windham Regional Commission I am writing in support of the application by the Town of Grafton for the construction of a 14’ by 7’ foot concrete box culvert on an unnamed tributary of the Saxtons River where it meets Fisher Hill Road through the VTrans Municipal Highway and Stormwater Mitigation Program. The existing 77” by 72” squash pipe culvert is undersized and does not meet VTrans Hydraulic Manual standards nor State stream equilibrium standards for bankfull width. Fisher Hill Road experiences regular erosion and damages due to the deficiency of the existing structure and the culvert has overtopped during past major rainfall events, causing flooding in addition to washing out the roadway and causing substantial sedimentation of the Saxtons River. Replacing this structure with a box culvert consistent with state hydraulic standards will improve storm water infiltration, reduce erosion and sedimentation as well as improve aquatic animal passage in the Windham Region. We strongly encourage the agency to fund this application. 

The application is supported by the Windham Regional Plan, readopted June 2021 including the following provisions:

1. Regional Goals: To maintain and improve the quality of air, water, wildlife and land resources in the region. (pg. 6)
2. To provide for thoughtful and efficient use of the region's natural resources, including the prevention of surface water and groundwater pollution, the protection of fragile natural habitats and endangered or threatened species, the avoidance of agricultural and other land use practices that lead to soil erosion, the management of woodlands on a sustainable basis, and the sensitive treatment of scenic resources. (pg. 26)
3. To plan for, finance, and provide an efficient system of public facilities and services (such as schools, water and wastewater facilities, highways and bridges) to meet future local, regional, and state needs. (pg. 6)
4. Natural Resources Policy: Maintain water flows in streams at levels that support a full range of in-stream uses and values. (pg. 32)
5. Maintain and restore the chemical, biological, and physical quality of the region’s surface water per the objective in State water regulations. (pg. 32)
6. Maintain watercourses, lakes, ponds, wetlands, and vernal pools consistent with State regulations and the highest precedent established by the District Environmental Commission and State Environmental Court in order to protect shorelines, to minimize effects of erosion, sedimentation and other sources of pollution, and to maintain scenic, recreational, and habitat values. (pg. 32)

[bookmark: _GoBack]The culvert is located on an unnamed upper course tributary of the Saxtons River, a major tributary of the Connecticut River and one of the most important watersheds in the Windham Region. The Saxtons River has been identified as a ‘Stressed’ waterway by the Agency of Natural Resources. The repeated failure of the existing undersized structure is a major contributor to sedimentation of the stream, threatening the overall health of the watershed. Disturbances in the upper course of the watershed could pose water quality and storm water infiltration challenges for communities downstream and compromise the health of the Saxtons River and its place in the ecology of the Region. Furthermore, Fisher Hill Road is an important north south connection between Grafton Village and VT-103. The Grafton Town Garage is located on Fisher Hill Road just north of this culvert. When this culvert fails and Fisher Hill Road washes out, it cuts the Town Highway Department off from the village and most of the rest of the town of Grafton and requires a nearly 10-mile detour through neighboring Rockingham to reach the village. It is critically important during emergency situations that the Town Highway be able to safely and easily access the entirety of the town of Grafton with as little delay as possible. Replacing the existing culvert with a box culvert that meets state standards is a critical step towards maintaining overall health of the waterway as well improving the overall resiliency of the transportations system in the Windham Region. 

Sincerely, 
[image: ]
Colin Bratton,
Transportation Planning Program Coordinator
Windham Regional Commission 
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